
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mildmay Community Nursery 
 

Curriculum Policy 

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to 

fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences 

between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, 

safe, and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high-quality 

early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their 

abilities and talents as they grow up.” (Statutory Framework for the Early Years 

Foundation Stage). 

 
Intent 
At Mildmay Community Nursery, we intend that our ambitious and inclusive early years 
curriculum educates all the children in knowledge, skills and understanding, to be effective, 
inquisitive, curious, independent learners and influence their wider thinking across all areas 
of the curriculum.  We strongly believe children should lead their own learning and should 
be provided with an environment and resources that encourage them to take ownership of 
their explorations, take risks, make thoughtful decisions, and engage in positive ‘deep’ 
learning play experiences that encourage them to master new skills. 
 
Fundamental British Values are at the heart of our curriculum and everything we do; we 
focus on promoting the more general concepts within the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) and understand that the children’s development within these areas is key to 
promoting the values in the long term.  We endeavour to give the children the Cultural 
Capital they need for future success i.e. giving each child the best start in life and the 
support that enables them to fulfil their full potential and achieve future success. We are 
passionate about creating opportunities for children to communicate more easily through 
developing language and communication skills and specifically teaching vocabulary.  We 
teach our children to believe in themselves and their abilities and capabilities, to belong to 
both the nursery and wider community, and to become successful in their academic career 
and beyond. 
It is our intention that children experience the seven areas of learning through a balance of 
adult-led group opportunities and independent play-based learning.  This is through the 
children’s interests, themes and continuous provision activities.  Learning is carefully 
planned by the staff to support communication and language development; personal, social, 
and emotional development; and physical development as well as literacy, mathematics, 
understanding of the world and expressive arts and design. 



Children’s voices are also a significant aspect of our curriculum, and we place a strong 
emphasis on listening and attending to children’s feelings, beliefs, thoughts, wishes and 
preferences.  We believe the views of children should be actively received and 
acknowledged as valuable contributions to their learning.  

 
Implementation 
At Mildmay Community Nursery we encourage children to demonstrate their attitudes and 
behaviours to learning through the Characteristics of Effective Learning. 
Children learn through a balance of child initiated and adult planned activities which focus 
on children’s current interests and needs.  We build on children’s first-hand experiences and 
provide valuable opportunities for them to develop interpersonal skills, build resilience and 
become creative, critical thinkers.  Children are provided with plenty of time to investigate 
and explore, and experiences are carefully planned to engage and challenge them in the 
provision. 
 
 The curriculum is planned for the inside and outside and equal importance is given to 
learning in both areas.  The curriculum is planned in a cross-curricular way to enable all 
aspects of the children’s development including understanding the world and expressive art 
and design, as well as to promote sustained shared thinking and active learning. Weekly co-
planning sessions take place, and during these sessions staff reflect on questions such as 
‘What do our focus individuals need to learn or are curious about?  What embedded 
learning have we observed in this area? What can be changed to induce the learning and 
interests in this area?’  In this way, we ensure the children contribute to their environment 
and that the provision leads to depth of learning across the curriculum.  We also use ‘In The 
Moment’ planning to capture children’s current interests and provide fun and enjoyable 
experiences to further extend their ideas, play and learning.  We involve children in pre-
planning discussions asking for their ideas and opinions, encouraging them to vote as a 
group for activities they would like to do.  Children are also involved in organising the 
environment and setting up daily activities of their choice.  
  
We recognise that language and communication are vital in all areas of a child’s 
development and many of our children are from culturally diverse backgrounds and many of 
our children are at an early stage of learning English as an additional language (EAL). 
Communication and language development are therefore a consistent focus. We support 
children’s development by providing a rich language environment, where conversations, 
singing and sharing stories become a regular part of the children’s day.  
 
Reading is also at the heart of our curriculum.  We celebrate the love of reading in every 
aspect of learning.  We have ‘core books’ which we read frequently with the children. These 
books are the type of books that can be re-visited again and again, on different levels to 
support language development. The idea is that children will develop language and increase 
vocabulary in addition to gaining a love of books and will become very familiar with these 
known texts so that they can remember and re-tell them.  We also plan weekly visits to the 
library, where children engage in story sessions and can choose their own books to take 
back to read at nursery. 
  



Our inclusive approach means that all children learn together but we have a range of 
additional intervention and support to enhance and scaffold learning for children who may 
not be reaching their full potential.  Through valuable interactions between adult and child, 
observation and strong practitioner knowledge, staff can identify when children may need 
additional support and intervene at an early stage. 

Parental involvement is also an important part of our curriculum, as we recognise the 
diversity of children’s home experiences and understand that learning is strengthened when 
parents and practitioners work together.  We listen to families and find out what their 
children enjoy and like to do (or don’t), and any worries they might have, to help us plan 
relevant and stimulating play and learning experiences.  We value and utilise family’s 
knowledge and expertise by inviting them into the setting to take part in activities such as 
cooking, reading stories and singing songs in home languages, or assisting on trips out.   
We plan carefully for children to have progressively richer experiences beyond the nursery 
environment.  These include: 
 

- Weekly yoga sessions  

- Sports sessions twice a week 

- Weekly Forest School Sessions led by qualified leader 

- ‘Double Bass Dan’ music sessions twice a month 

- ‘Wildfang’ animal sessions twice a month 

- Weekly trips out into the community (Parks, canal, places of worship, shopping trips, 

post office, fire station) 

- Planned small group trips around children’s interests (Theatre, farms, Aquarium, 

Museums, Trampolining, London attractions) 

- Annual family trips 

 
   
Impact 
Our children will be actively engaged in their learning and the enjoyment of this learning will 
be apparent in their daily provision.  All children will have experienced a curriculum that 
provides exciting and enriching learning experiences and opportunities for them to learn 
through educational visits and practical experiences. 
Our young learners will be able to appreciate and understand the world around them by 
experiencing and learning about different cultures, celebrations, music, dance, art and 
history.  Children will actively ask questions about the world around them and their learning 
experiences.  They will be able to take risks as this is an important opportunity to learn. 
 
We also aim to help children to make sense of the world around them, through our early 
year’s values of kindness, love, faithfulness and an understanding of their rights and the 
rights of others in an ever-changing world.  Our children will be successful learners and 



‘School ready’; Fully prepared for the next stage of their education as they transition from 
early years to primary school. 
We know that by the end of their early year’s education at Mildmay Community Nursery, 
our children will have developed the essential knowledge and skills required for everyday 
life and lifelong learning.  We believe that the children at Mildmay Community Nursery will 
be happy, inquisitive and successful learners who have bright futures. 
 
 
 
 

 


